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KAMPUCHEA 


EDITORIAL CRITICIZES SIHANOUK, PRC SUPPORT 
Paris MOULKHMER in French May 82 pp 2,3 
(Editorial: “His Master's Voice") 


[Text] As if he had just recognized the voice of his master, made breathless 
by his lonely struggle against a windmill, Mr Khek Vandy, one of the greatest 
profiteers of a defunct Cambodian regime, contributed a long tirade in an at- 
tempt to rescue the latter. In No 25 of the Monthly Documentation Bulletin 
(BMD) dated April 1981 (he is probably not fully awake since we are already 

in May 1982), his editorial entitled "Until the Last Cambodian" is aimed at 
all those guilty of not having listened to his master's voice, the very people 
who form the largest group of nationalists resolved to fight against the 
Vietnamese occupying forces. 


If Mr Khek Vandy had not overslept, he would know that his master has been 
appealed to several times by such cursed nationalists, especially by Mr Son 
San, president of the Khmer People National Liberation Front (FNLPK), but in 
vain, precisely because of the opposition of said Mr Khek Vandy himself and 

of other profiteers of the defunct regime. Therefore, since his master listens 
only to the toadying of his entourage (for which he has a weakness) he rejected 
all appeais. Not only did he reject all of them, but he also boasted that 

he would obtain the withdrawal of Vietnamese troops from Cambodia by sending 
messages to his close friend Pham Van Dong. And since the nationalists remain- 
ed skeptical and insisted on creating a resistance movement to fight against 
the Vietnamese occupying forces, from his gilded cage in Pyong Yang his master 
sent them telegram upon telegram to oppose the creation of such a movement and, 
in addition, he decided to fought with his pen those of his feliow citizens who 
would be foolish enough to wish to pit themselves against the Vietnamese. 


Mr Khek Vandy would know all that if the Vietnamese occupation of Cambodia had 
awakened him. But he was sleeping a deep sleep, and he must have taken reality 
for a mirage. 


Mr Khek Vandy also claims that his master is wearing himself out addressing 
heartrending appeals for union to his fellow citizens in his many interviews, 
declarations to the press, and in books such as "Chronicles of War and Hope" 
or "Bitter and Sweet Memories," etc. A lot of good they did us, Sihanouk's 
many appeals! It is perfectly true that he has tried to create a movement for 











unity among his fellow citizens. But it was to bring them back to Cambodia, 
even under Vietnamese rule. It was therefore a total failure! 


As far as his books, "Chronicles of War and Hope" and "Bitter and Sweet Memo- 
ries,’ are concerned, the first one is a plea for his cause, justifying Viet- 
namese operations in Cambodia, whereas the second has been written only to jus- 
tify his own action when he was at the apogee of his glory in his own country. 


Or course, the author has carefully avoided to offend, even slightly, his 
Vietnamese friends... against whom, three years after they have occupied Cam- 
bodia, he says he too wants to fight. 


As for the statement tfat after all threat of a Khmer rolige come back has 
been eliminated, only Samdech Norodom Sihanouk can valid]l¥ represent the Khmer 
people, we believe it is a gratuitous affirmation which represents only Mr Khek 
Vandy's opinion. = 


’ ‘ 


[t is true that Peking, which has been supporting the former Khmer sovereign at 
arm's length since 1970, has only just granted him a material assistance for 
the equipment of 3,000 soldiers. Even if this assistance were multiplied by 
100, no solution for the Khmer people could come from continental Chinal alone 
for, as long as the Soviet Union does not agree to leave Cambodia in the 
Chinese sphere of influence, nothing will be solved. To say that the People's 
Republic of China itself has so well understood how important Samdech Norodom 
Sihanouk's person is that it has granted him some military assistance, would 

be to state that, were it not for him, the earth would no longer revolve around 
the sun. 


It is of course possible to love someone and speak so highly of him as to reach 
the limit of what is reasonable, that goes without saying. But to carry idol- 
atry so far as to say that he alone can validly represent the Khmer people, that 
is the mark of an excessive and untimely zeal, for nobody on earth is indispen- 
sable to anybody, especially since, in the days of his glory, he did so much 
that independent Cambodia has become a Vietnamese colony. With the complicity 
of the Khmer rouge , that is true. 


But, instead of recogrizing his monumental errors--after all, he managed to 
cause the collapse of his whole country--he persists in saying and writing 
that he was right, even though he knew that he was wrong. To such an extent 
that no sensible nationalist will ever want him at the head of the state. And 
this is what makes him furious. 


As for the Chinese themselves, who purport to support him against all opposition, 
do they really known exactly what they want for themselves? First, they help 

the North Vietnamese to fight against the French, then against the American, 

then they fight against the North Vietnamese themselves, so that Mao Zedong 
himself, the Great Helmsman, were he sti!’ alive, could not make head or tail 

of it. We feel sure that, dead as he is, he must have been turning in his 
mausoleum more than once. 


Well then, Mr Khek Vandy, when are you going to wake up? 


9294 
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NATIONALITY REPRESENTATIVES TO PARTY CONGRESS PROFILED 


Vientiane SIANG PASASON in Lao 27 Apr 82 p 3 
{[Column: Opinions of Representatives Attending LPRP Third Congress] 


[Excerpt] Lieutenant Colonel Bounpheng Khamphidet, 53, was born in Ban Non 
Euang, Khok Savang Canton, Soukhouma District, Champassak Province. 


He was a full representative of Champassak Province who attended the LPRP 
Third Congress. 


Comrade Bounpheng Khamphidet joined the revolution on 2 March 1951 as a 
village guerrilla. Because he was very active in his job the higher-ups 
brought him into the ranks of the regular army stationed in his own local 
area (Champassak District). 


Working together with the Vietnamese soldiers of a volunteer unit, he took 
part in attacking the enemy's camp in Khousouma Village, Don Talat. It was 
the same time as the painful loss by the American imperialists in our country. 
In 1959 he had changed his direction to fighting against the American 
imperialists in the western part of Champassak District. He had scored 
many outstanding achievements, and was loved by the people and trusted by 
the higher echelons of the party. 


Because of his outstanding job and very strong beliefs in the principles of 
the revolution, he became a member of the LPRP in 1962. Meanwhile, he was 
assigned as platoon cadre, continuously attacking the enemy. This caused 
many problems for the enemy. In 1965 he was appointed to the military 
command of Champassak District and also to the District Party Committee. 
Only 2 years later he was appointed to the Champassak Provincis:i Command. 


In the Party Congress in Champassak Province in 1965 he was appointed to the 
provincial party committee and military commander of Champassak Province. 


On 22 March 1982 he was selected by the Party Congress of Champassak Province 
as a full representative to attend the LPRP Third Congress. 


Comrade Khamsing Kaying was a full representative of Houa Phan Province 
who attended the LPRP Third Congress. 











Comrade Khamsing Kaying, 35, is a Mong, and was born in Ban Hin Ngeum, Gnot- 
In Canton, Sam ‘ai District, Houa Phan Province. 


Comrade Khamsing joined the revolution in 1959. But because he was young, 
the higher-ups sent him to further his studies abroad. He finished his 
education in 1967 and returned with mid-level qualification for specialized 
medical work. When he arrived at the liberated zone he was appointed to 
mobilize the building of the foundation of the revolution behind enemy lines 
in the Vientiane Province area. He a=tentively carried out his work at that 
time. There were many problems but he was never afraid or discouraged; 
instead he succeeded in all jobs assigned by the higher-ups. 


At present Comrade Khamsing is responsible for the Laos-Vietnam Friendship 
Hospital in Houa Phan Province. 


Comrade Khamsing, a son of the Mong race, has now become the youngest leading 
cadre when compared with the cadres in Houa Phan as well as with representa- 
tives of all sectors who attended the LPRP Third Congress. He was selected 

as a full representative of Houa Phan Province to attend the LPRP Third 
Congress. 


Major An Koulavong was a full representative of Attopeu Province who attended 
the LPRP Third Congress. 


Comrade An Koulavong, 42, of the Lave race, was born in Ban Dong Ngiu, Oudom 
Canton, Saisettha District, Attopeu Province. Comrade An joined the revolu- 
tion and fought to resist the imperialists and invaders. He took part in 
tiyhting the enemy, and resisted the arrest of secret cadres in 1956. He 

led the people to resist tne theft of Lao Patriotic Front additional 
representative's ID cards in 1958. In 1962 he was accepted as a party member, 
led the people to fight against the war of aggression of the American 
imperialists, and brought about the people's confidence toward the policy of 
the party. In 1967 he led the people and militia of the peace-keeping forces 
to tight against enemy agents and looters in the areas of North Phouvong 
District and South Phouvong District. In 1975 he took part in seizing power 
in Pakse, which was successful. Moreover, he has participated in many other 
jobs with loyalty to the party, the people, and the country. 
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LAOS 


GDR AID PROJECTS DESCRIBED 
Vientiane SIANG PASASON in Lao 8 Apr 82 p 3 
[Article by Chandeng Keopaseut: LPDR-GDR Friendship Bicycle Repair Shops] 


[Text] The government of the LPDR along with the Ministry of Industry and 
Trade signed an agreement with the German Democratic Republic and the Ministry 
of Local Industry and Food Industry on 24 July 1980 in Berlin concerning aid 
in building 13 repair shops in the LPDR. These include eight bicycle repair 
shops to be set up in Vientiane City and Province, especially in the four 
districts of Sisattanak, Sikhottabong, Saisettha, and Chanthaboury. There 
will be one shop in each district and one each in Luang Prabang, Khammouan, 
Savannakhet, and Champassak provinces. There will be three shoe repair shops, 
one each in Vientiane, Luang Prabang, and Champassak provinces. One large- 
size tire recapping shop will be set up in Vientiane. Another repair shop 
which is the artificial limp and shoe repair shop will be set up in the 
artificial limb center under the Ministry of Public Health, which is directly 
responsible for it. 


Since the beginning of 1982, the construction and repair of buildings in 
preparation for installing equipment in each shop has been well carried on in 
other provinces as. well as in Vientiane Province. They attentively and suc- 
cessfully repaired the buildings. Early in March experts from the GDR began 
installation of the first building which is the LPDR-GDR friendship bicycle 
repair shop No l, and in the middle of the same month on Monday 15 March 1982 
ownership of the repair shop was officially transferred by having the people 
involved participate as honored guests in the ceremony. Meanwhile, the 
second workshop in Sikhai Canton, Sikhottabong District, was set up later 

and finished, and was transferred officially on 24 March 1982 in the midst 

of [fraternal] joy by people who together achieved success by their sweat. 

In the near future the repair shops which are being set up will be completed 
accordingly, and the transfer will follow until all 12 workshops have been 
completed according to the aid plan. 


Success in the construction and installation of the bicycle repair shops 

has shown the cooperative relationship and mutual help between the two 
governments and the people of the two nations, Laos and Germany. This rela- 
tionship has borne fruit and steadily grown. Each GDR expert has devoted 
himself to his own responsibilities, and the responsible Lao cadres in this 











prejgect and each local administrative authority have paid attention lo, 
tacilitated, and given their seat and energy to make this project steadily 
progress with confidence and success. This achievement will be able to solve 
the problem of transportation repairs for cadres, government employees, 
workers, and the Lao people for a reasonable price. Moreover, the workshops 
are an aspect of the socialist economy for decreasing and eliminating the 
role of private repair shops. This is also considered important in the 
transform tion and construction of socialism within our country. The most 
important thing is taking part in scoring achievements to greet the LPRP 
Third Congress, which will soon be opened. 


9884 
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LAOS 


PAKSONG REPRESENTATIVE DISCUSSES COFFEE PRODUCTION, EXPORT 
Vientiane SIANG PASASON in Lao 14 May 82 p 2 


[Article: "“Paksong District Representative Gives Speech at LPRP Third Con- 
gress"] 


[Excerpts] This is an opportunity to give our views to the congress concern- 
ing the expansion of coffee production in the Bolovens Plateau in order to 
increase exports. 


As socialist construction progresses in our country, besides the hard Labor 
to solve the problem of food supplies and everyday commodities within the 
country, we also need a great deal of money to buy machinery, equipment, raw 
materials, fuel oil, materials, spare parts for industry, and other goods in 
order to serve the people. If this is what we want, we must produce more 
goods for export, i.e., goods that have a high exchange value. 


In the past 5 years, coffee prices on the world market have been $2-3 dol- 
lars per kg (depending on quality and the harvest each year). The coffee 
crop in Paksong is 500 kg per hectare, but in some other countries they can 
pick 1.5 tons per hectare. Recently Indonesia has employed new strairis of 
coffee. This increases the quantity of coffee to as much as 2 tons per 
hectare. 


The Bolovens area has the best climate for growing coffee. Around this area 
there is flat land in Champassak and Saravane which are large rice granaries 
and are able to meet the demand for supplies; these areas are also able to 
provide some labor for the coffee growing area. In Paksong District alone 
there are approximately 10,000 hectares which can be used to grow coffee. 

If we include all the coffee-growing areas in the Bolovens area along with 
the areas in Saravane and Attopeu provinces, the total will be approximately 
one-half million hectares, However, the coffee-growing area at the present 
time is only 14,000 hectares. 


Nowadays we export approximately 2,000 tons of coffee each year valued at 
about US$4-5 million. Of the total purchased, approximately 1,500 tons is 
from Paksong alone. Now in Paksong, besides the coffee-growing settlement 
of the government and the army, we have experimented in growing coffee in 
some cooperatives. The outstanding one is the Phou-Oi co-op which engages 








in both growing coffee and raising oxen. Over the past 3 years this co-op 
has produced a rather good amount and has expanded the coffee-growing area 
40 percent. The number of oxen has been increased to over 100. Up to now 
the co-op has paid all the loans it had borrowed from the government, and 
is now saving millions of kip. 


If in the future it could sell as much as 20,000 tons of coffee every year, 
it would be able to exchange this for approximately 150,000 tons of gasoline 
or $50 million. 


To speed up the coffee production we must first convert the Bolovens area to 
a coffee production collective center whose aim is to serve exports. We have 
proposed the following to the party and government: 


1) increase the number of government and army coffee-growing settlements 
consistent with the economy in order to support production and profits; 


2) support, assist, and organize the coffee growers to grow a large amount 
of coffee in cooperatives and the private sector in order to seel to the 


goverrment. Move people from other areas to permanently settle here to 
produce coffee; 


3) set up a coffee company responsible for the following: 


--set up a coffee nursery, sell cuttings and seeds to the bases and coffee- 
growing families (starting with buying high-quality ccffee seed from abroad); 


--supply fertilizers, insecticides, and vehicles used in production to the 


coffee-growing areas; mobilize the people in these areas to stop slash and 
burn cultivation; 


--buy all the coffee the settlements produce, from the government, the col- 
lective co-ops, and the people, ani also take care of coffee exports; 


--send cadres, workers, and technicians to each coffee co-op and settlement. 
Besides these, we propose that the center might use joint enterprise with 


fraternal socialist countries in order to expand the large coffee planta- 
tions, and use machinery in coffee production. 


9884 
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EDITORIAL ASSESSES AGRICULTURAL GOALS, PERFORMANCE POSITIVELY 
Vientiene SIANG PASASON in Lao 19 May 82 pp l, 3 


[Editorial: "Press Forward on Preparations and Farm Work in Time for the 
Season"] 


{Text] To encourage agricultural production expansion, we give special im- 
portance to food production in order to improve the standard of living for 
society and to have raw materials for industry and goods, especially corn 
and soybeans for export. In 1985 we must try to increase [rice production] 
to 1.6 million tons. Paddy rice is the important item in agriculture 

which we had pledged to the Third Party Congress recently. In order to 
realize this pledge and for 1982 to be another great victorious year for 
agricultural production in our country according to order No 60 of the 
Council of Ministers, our farmers all over the country must hurry diligently 
to get ready for the yearly wet rice farming in time for the growing season. 
Yearly wet rice farming is something by which to judge the agricultural 
productivity of our country, and it is also something to insure the living 
standard of our people. 


In general, most farmers start farming in June, but in some areas, especially 
in the plains where the irrigation system is sufficient, yearly wet rice 
farming can start earlier. This trend is steadily increasing, as shown by 

the appearance of many different sizes of irrigation systems, farmers join- 
ing agricultural co-ops all over, and rice farming that starts earlier than 
normally. Twice-a-year rice farming by new scientific techniques it to be 
achieved, and this will become our farming tradition. For these reasons, 

last year's agricultural production in our country yielded 1.154 million tons. 
This was a fairly good increase as compared to 1980. 


Even given this, the goal of economic development especially in agriculture 
as called for in the party and government's 5-year plan, is still before us. 
We must try to climb up one more step so we can reach that goal. What will 
help us to reach that goal is the coming rice farming season. Therefore, 

all agricultural co-op units of all provinces must speed up getting things 
ready, such as farming areas, draft animals, machinery, oil, agricultural 
equipment, seeds, insecticides, etc. Moreover, wherever possible we should 
hurry and get down to work at the beginning of the year. We should not waste 
our time, As the old saying goes, "ten plants that are planted late aren't 








"as good as five planted early in the year."' Our farmers must realize that 


there is no other work more important than to get the ploughing done at the 
right time of the season. This means that administrative authorities at all 
levels must fully facilitate the work of all farmers in their farming, and 
put aside all other unnecessary work in order to put all their efforts to 
achieve the highest possible production. 


One more problem we should pay attention to is that now our farmers in many 
provinces have already started their farming. All leading cadres at all 
levels as well as agricultural officials in all provinces must contact, 
guide, and help the people's production to be on time. This involves, for 
example, seeds, equipment for production, harrowing, hoeing, insecticides, 
and also lessons in planting. Concerning this problem, many provinces have 
been doing quite well, such as Champassak, Savannakhet, Khammouan, and 
Vientiane Provinces, and several provinces in the north. However, there are 
many other provinces that have made no serious moves concerning such work. 
From now on, more attention must be given to getting down to agricultural 
work this year. It is our responsibility to see that all must carry out 
directly and indirectly whatever we can to make agricultural production 

this year become another victorious year in line with the order of our Coun- 
cil of Ministers 


9884 
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LAOS 


BRIEFS 


CHAMPASSAK COOPERATIVIZATION--An outstanding economic aspect of Champassak 
Province is the agricultural co-ops that are being improved and reestablished. 
At the present time in the whole province there are 428 units, 397 villages, 
and 19,101 families. There are 110,942 co-op members. Average productivity 
per co-op unit is 400-584 kg per person. [Excerpt] [Vientiane SIANG PASASON 
in Lao 15 May 82 p 2] 9884 


CHAMPASSAK BANK DEPOSITS--In 1981 multiethnic groups within Champassak 
Province voluntarily deposited their savings in the government bank to al- 
low the government to invest in protecting, transforming, and constructing 
socialism. The total amounted to over 500,000 kip. The outstanding con- 
tribution was made by the transportation association, which was 13.91 per- 
cent more than expected. [Excerpt] [Vientiane SIANG PASASON in Lao 17 May 
82 p 1] 9884 


XIZNG KHOUANG RESETTLEMENT--At the beginning of the rice farming season this 
year, tens of families in Mok Canton and District, Xieng Khouang Province, 
voluntarily stopped shifting cultivation and enthusiastically accepted wet- 
rice planting instead. This is because they deeply believe in the government 
and party's policy and its direction, and in their responsibility to build up 
the economy and new-style socialist production. Counting the members of 
families who left shifting cultivation to engage in wet-rice farming from 
1979 until now, there are 196 families, which is two-thirds of the total num- 
ber of families in the whole canton. [Text] [Vientiane SIANG PASASON in Lao 
17 Mav 82 p 1] 9884 


CHAMPASSAK COFFEE PRODUCTION--In the first 3 months of this year the 
Provincial Trade Service of Champassak Province has sent its cadres to buy 
and exchange its goods for coffee beans from the people. Even though the 
time involved was only 3 months, they bought and exchanged a total of over 
1,140 tons of coffee. The most outstanding area was E-Tou Canton, Paksong 
District, which involved over 530 tons. This is 52 percent of the 1982 
coffee buying plan. [Text] [Vientiane SIANG PASASON in Lao 12 Apr p 3] 
9884 
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PAKISTAN 


GOVERNMENT URGED TO EXPEDITE FORMULATION OF FUTURE POLITICAL SYSTEM 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 16 May 82 p 3 


[Article by Irshad Ahmad Haqqani: ‘Ambiguity About Future Political System 
Should be Removed; If the Government Feels that the Time is Unsuitable for 
Elections, It Can Wait, But the Task for the Formulation of Political Sys- 
tem Should Not be Delayed Further."] 


[Text] The president often expresses his views about the significance of 
politics, the interest of Pakistanis in politics and the undesirable impli- 
cations of their unfulfilled political expectations. His latest comments 

in this regard that just as food is essential for a human being, similarly 
politics is essential for a nation and political system is essential for the 
functioning of a country carry great significance. These comments of the 
president reflect the truth that in spite of being an army administrator, 

he is fully aware of politics and the significance of the political struc- 
ture and according to his capability, the president is trying to move the 
country towards the destination of political stability. It is a strange co- 
incidence, however, that on one hand the president carries this notion and 
belief, but the situation on the other hand is that nothing seems to have 
been accomplished in the field of politics. 


We are trying to formulate a structure of Islamic political system, neverthe- 
less, it is still not clear as to what will be its fundamental guidelines 

and characteristics. For example, it is still unknown whether the politi- 
cal parties will be accommodated in the political system or not. The presi- 
dent has often declared that he prefers election on non-party basis. He 
expressed this view recently also. When some political sectors exhibited 
their dissatisfaction, the president said that nothing had yet been decided 
in this regard and he had offered this suggestion just to acquaint himself 
with the political reaction. Now he says that although the proposal for non- 
party elections has not been finalized, the initial reaction is encouraging. 
It is not known how the president drew this conclusion. No one from the 
well-known political circles favored this suggestion. Two or three parties 
have said that if the government insists upon holding elections on non- 
party basis, they will agree even to that since they regard elections ex- 
tremely essential. This indicates that elections without the participation 
of political parties have not been favored, rather, it is an expression of 
forced decision. 
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Similarly, the question of the capability of the candidates is also creating 
some problems. According to the information, the proposals under consider- 
ation of the government include a suggestion that a special educational and 
moral standard should be set for all candidates. It has been said that a 
condition of (college or high school) graduation or completion of a religious 
course will be levied for the candidacy to national and provincial assemblies. 
Besides, it will also be judged whether a candidate is regular in fulfilling 
his religious obligations and prayers or not. Moreover, the Council of 
Islamic ideology or some other institution comprised of religious scholars 
will issue certificates of capability to all the candidates and only after 
obtaining clearance from them a person will be able to participate in the 
elections. 


So far, the majority of the people who have expressed their views about this 
proposal have shown their disapproval. The president of the largest group of 
the defunct Muslim League, Pir Pagara has gone so far as to say that under 
these conditions, he too will be incapable of participating in any election. 
"He is neither a graduate nor a religious scholar." The spokesmen for cer- 
tain parties included in the MRD have also expressed their disapproval of 
these conditions. The problem in this regard is that although everyone be- 
lieves in the advantage of the conditions set for ability and nobility, no 
acceptable method has been suggested as to how they should be specified and 
enforced in practice. The condition that political representatives should 
possess intermediate or B.A. degrees is not so perceptible because a diploma 
or degree is quite different from political experience, public contact, 
awareness of public problems and willingness to participate in an effort to 
solve them. It is essential for political workers and representatives to 
possess all these qualities. It is not so easy to evaluate the moral qual- 
ities of a candidate, since, firstly, this is a matter of a person's inner 
rather than outer self. Secondly, it is possible that a discussion of a 
person's good or bad characteristics produces no result and give rise to ex- 
treme disagreements. There may be a few candidates whose moral degradation 
is well-known. When they are declared unsuitable on this basis, these candi- 
dates, however, will try in every possible way to find faults in other can- 
didates. Thus, at the very initial stages of candidacy every person's known 
and unknown aspects of life will become a topic of discussion and argument, 
accusations and counteraccusations. Again, it is not certain that a person 
who possesses religious qualities will necessarily portray a high standard 
of capability and honesty in public life, also. Therefore, this suggestion 
also does not appear to be more than a pious thought. Pir Pagara's sugges- 
tion that any person who is a voter should also be allowed to be a candidate 
does seem to bear weight. . 


President Zia-ul-Haq has said that some sort of legal framework order for 
future elections is under review and various recommendations are being con- 
sidered. An overwhelming majority of political circles favors elections 
based on the 1973 constitution. If the goverment, for some reason, wishes 
to set new guidelines and principles, it would be preferred that there be no 
further delay in making that decision and that the characteristics of the 
future political system now be made known. It is a fact that due to ambig- 
uity about the future political system, there is restlessness among the 
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intellectual circles of the country and it is essential to remove this 
doubt. If the government feels that the time is unsuitable for elections, 
it can wait, but the task for the formulation of the political system should 


not be delayed further. 
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GOVERNMENT'S ROLE IN OVERSPENDING TREND CRITICIZED 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 16 May 82 p 3 
[Editorial: "Savings are Requisite of Every Era, But:"] 


[Text] Yesterday, during the inauguration of the National Savings Week, 
President Zia-ul-Haq said that every person should pledge to invest a part 
of his personal income in the national savings schemes instead of spending 
it altogether. Similarly, the Minister of Finance Ghulan Ishaq Khan and 
the Governor of Sind, Lt Gen S. M. Abbasi, too, exhorting the public about 
savings, said that simple living was the requisite of patriotism, since, 
compared to other developing countries, the ratio of savings was the least 
in Pakistan. 


No one can disagree with the president, the minister of finance or any other 
person regarding savings. Surely, a little bit of personal savings only can 
help accomplish the requisites of national planning and the required goals 

of progress. It may be truly justifiable to say that, compared to other 
progressive countries, the ratio of savings is the least in Pakistan. 
Nevertheless, its reasons and causes are deep-rooted. This matter is not 
linked with any particular era; rather, if the causes are taken into con- 
sideration, the matter goes far back. Undoubtedly, the people of Pakistan 
are prone to a life of pomp and show instead of simple living and the competi- 
tive race still continues. So much so that even those pr sple who are well 
aware of their limited resources obtain loans to acquire certain luxuries, 
regarding them as obligatory. Unfortunately, wealth has been made the 
standard of honor in our country and those people who lack wealth, merely for 
outward exhibitionism, obtain luxurious items or unnecessary things in order 
to create a good impression. As a result of this attitude, unlimited in- 
novative tricks have crept into our entire society. If this matter is 
studied carefully, the governments have been as responsible as the people 
themselves for promoting this trend. Loans are secured for national projects, 
but at the same time there is a generous nevertheless, unrestricted policy to 
obtain cars, air-conditioners, televisions, luxurious and exhibitionistic 
products and other such items. This has enhanced the indebtedness trend. 
Besides, another major factor is the basence of proportional wealth among 

the people. In this regard, the employees sector, and especially the group 
which believes in lawful earning, is oppressed and being ground in the 
grinding-stone of financial problems. The third major factor is inflation 
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and that, too, inflicts this sector since it is unable to save because of 
hoarding, profiteering and inflation. Naturally, therefore, a sector whose 
worries begin from pay day on the first of the month can ponder only over 
the existing burden of the payment of loan. How can it contemplate upon 
savings? The exhortation and guidance of our leaders is truly appropriate 
and it cannot possibly be disputed. Nevertheless, the above mentioned 
causes are an admitted tact, too. If a campaign is launched against these 
causes, a trend of savings would certainly evolve by itself. This would 
also play an essential role in solving the problems of the government. 
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PAKISTAN 


BRIEFS 


3EGUM ASGHAR'S STATEMENT REPORTED--Karachi, 1 Jun--Begum Amina Asghar Khan, 
wife of Retd Air Marshal Asghar Khan, leader of the now defunct Tahrike 
Istiqlal party, said that her husband has been enduring hardships of de- 
tention with great courage and fortitude and that his morale is high. Begun 
Asghar Khan, speaking to the correspondent of JANG over the telephone from 
her residence in Abbottabad late this afternoon, said her husband was in 
sound health, that all along he has been living a clean life and because he 
is on the right path, detentions and restrictions cannot harm him. Begun 
Amina Asghar said that those people who deviate from the path of righteousness 
are haunted by anxieties. Air Marshal Asghar Khan, she said, always carried 
out his duties honestly and he is blessed with peace of mind. In reply to a 
question she said that the affliction in his ear had become intense and that 
this affliction cannot be treated in Pakistan. When she was asked whether he 
would avail himself of the opportunity to go abroad for medical treatment if 
the Government of Pakistan were to allow him to do so, she did not reply in 
the negative, saying only that such a supposition could not be answered at 
this point. She further said that during the 2 and 1/2 years of continuous 
detention, he was freed for only 4 weeks. Martial Law authorities have ex- 
tended his detention for an indefinite period under Martial Law regulation 78, 
whereas he was previously detained under Martial Law regulation 12. She said 
that Asghar Khan was not permitted to talk to anyone over the telephone or 
meet with anyone, but that he is provided with newspapers and is allowed to 
watch TV programs. [Text] [Karachi JANG in Urdu 2 Jun 82 p 8] 9315 


EMBASSY REFUTES MENGAL'S CHARGES--London, 1 Jun--(JANG Correspondent) --Spokes- 
man of the Pakistan Embassy in London rejected as baseless Sardar Ataullah 
Mengal's charges that the government of Pakistan was involved in attacks on 
his sons and brother. The spokesman said that nothing could be further from 
the truth than the baseless accusations levelled against the Pakistan govern- 
ment by Sardar Ataullah Mengal, former chief minister of Baluchistan. The 
spokesman said that the fact is that in this way Sardar Mengal was trying 

to cover up tribal bickering and the fights between his sons and the local 
people. Mengal had charged that an attempt was made on his life by throwing 
a gasoline bomb on his Datsun car, parked near his house. But fortunately 

a police patrol saw the car on fire and extinguished the fire immediately. 

He said that if the flames had spread to the gas tank, his whole house would 
have burned. Baluchistan's former chief minister said that on the following 
day, on 20 May, a gang of white men attacked and seriously injured his two 











sons Jawaid and Akhtar Mengal and his brother Saleem Mengal in a nearby 
shopping center. Sardar Mengal alleged that the Pakistan govermment paid 
those men for attacking his sons and his brother. [Text] [Karachi JANG 
in Urdu 2 Jun 82 p 8] 9315 


"RUSSIANS GETTING CLOSER--New York, 1 Jun--JANG Correspondent--Russians are 
drawing closer to the border of Pakistan, where the number of Afghan refugees 
already present exceeds 1.5 million people. This story was carried by the 
editorial column of NEW YORK TIMES, which writes that the number of Afghan 
refugees is increasing and that among the Muslim refugees their number has 
now exceeded even that of the Palestinian refugees. The paper further writes 
that ever since the absence of foreign correspondents in Afghanistan, the 
international community has forgotten the invasion of Afghanistan. Neither 
are the Russians being put to task on account of this, nor has the outside 
world any information about the facts and figures pertaining to incidents oc- 
curring in Afghanistan. NEW YORK TIMES writes that since there are no foreign 
correspondents left in Afghanistan, there is no one that can provide informa- 
tion as to how the war is being drawn closer to Pakistan's borders. It now 
appears that the people are now being led to believe that Russia is winning 
the war against the Afghan Mujahedin. Nevertheless the paper says that there 
are some people who think that the Russians have not succeeded in their plans 
to convert Afghanistan into a colony because of intense hatred against com- 
munism among the Afghan people. Secondly, Russians have failed to control 
factionalism within the ranks of the Afghan communist party. Ia the opinion 
of non-aligned countries the prestige of the present-day rulers in Afghanistan 
is similar to that of the Norwegian leader who aligned himself with the Nazis 
in utter disregard of the interests of his own people. According to NEW YORK 
TIMES, only change in leadership could be taken to mean an acknowledgment by 
the Russians that they committed a serious blunder by invading Afghanistan. 
The paper concludes that at this time when there is so much bloodshed in 
Afghanistan, we tend to disregard its miseries because everyday routine in 


the world is proceeding as usual. [Text] [Karachi JANG in Urdu 2 Jun 82 p 1) 
9315 


NASRULLAH KHAN'S RELEASE DEMANDED--The officials of the Pakistan Human 
Rights Committee have appealed in a statement to the president for the re- 
lease of the country's renowned and venerable politician, Nawabzadah 
Nasrullah Khan. He is amo-g the country's few chosen great politicians 
who believe in peaceful, lawful and civilized politics. Even those gov- 
ernment officials with whom he has had sharp differences in the past have 
acknowledged those qualities of Nawabzadah Sahib. At present, political 
activities are totally banned in the country and political parties are de- 
funct. Under these circumstances, therefore, the President of Pakistan 
should sympathetically review the release of Nawabzadah Sahib. [Text] 
{Karachi JANG in Urdu 16 May 82 p 3] 9779 














ISRAR OF VOTING RIGHTS--Lahore, 28 May (JANG correspondent)--Dr Israr Ahmad 
said here today that persons less than 40 years in age should not have the 
right to vote because it is only after 40 that maturity sets in. Speaking at 
the Darul-Islam mosque here, Dr Israr said that it was not wise to give the 
destiny of the nation in the hands of young people; only mature people should 
be entrusted with that burden. He further said that even in some Western 
countries women today were not allowed to vote, but why people here in Pakis- 
tan did not accept that fact was beyond him. Women, he said, admittedly cast 
the largest number of ‘bogus’ votes. It was his personal opinion, he stated, 
that women should not have the right to vote in the first place, but if some- 
how this right was granted to women, a woman's vote should be counted as equal 
to half a vote because in Islam the evidence given by two women is regarded 
equal to evidence given byone man. [Excerpt] [Karachi JANG in Urdu 29 May 82 
p 8] 


ARREST FOR SELLING DOCUMENTS--Islamabad, 2 June (JANG correspondent )--Islama- 
bad police arrested three persons outside a local hotel here and recovered 
from their possession important documents relating to defense which they wanted 
to sell to a foreigner. Unlicensed arms were also recovered from the persons. 
It is said that all three are students in a local college and one of them is 
said to be the son of an Islamabad police officer. According to details, a 
few days ago the three accused went to the embassy of a foreign country and 
offered to sell these documents. By coincidence they met a Pakistani offi- 
cial there who told them to come to Hotel Inner Garden with the documents and 
arranged to meet them there. The Pakistani official meanwhile informed the 
police and the martial law authorities. When the three, Mohammad Iqbal Ansari 
Sajid Aziz and Naim Mukhtar, arrived at the hotel by taxi yesterday, police, 
who were present there in large numbers, surrounded them and took them under 
arrest. Body search of Monammad Iqbal revealed the file which pertains to 
defense and which the accused wanted to sell to the foreign embassy. Search 
also revealed a revolver and eight bullets on Sajid Aziz and a knife on Naim 
Mukhtar. After arrest the accused were turned over to the (Federal) Investi- 
gative Agency. Islamabad police have said that during investigation the iden- 
tity of other antinational elements will be learned and it will also be known 
in the hands of which antinational group these three vere playing. In addi- 
tion, how they received such important documents will also be revealed. [Text] 
[Karachi JANG in Urdu 3 Jun 82 pp 1, 12] 
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THAILAND 


COLUMNIST: CPT SUPPLIED LOCALLY, ECONOMIC FACTORS CITED 
Bangkok BAN MUANG in Thai 9 Apr 82 p 5 
{Ta Mo Lo column: “"‘'Tai Rom Yen,* Han Might Hurt Himsel]f"] 


[Text] There have been reports that the “commanding general of the Fourth 
Army Area has «rdered drugstores in Trang, Krabi and Nakhon Sithammarat provinces 
to report the amount of drugs on hand each week. Selling drugs to people 
who do not have a doctor's prescription is prohibited.” 


It has been explained that the reason for this is that when government forces 
attacked and seized communist terrorist Camp 508 at Chong Chang in Surat 
Thani Province, they found a large quantity of medical supplies and medicines 
that had been sold by drugstores. 


The order prohbits the sale of all types of medicines to people without 
a doctor's prescription. This includes medical equipment, analgesics and 
antibiotics. 


People who are sick and who need medicine can go and receive treatment at 
the hospitals, public health clinics and military units. 


I feel that the commanding general of the Fourth Army Area is wrong about 
this matter. It is true that the terrorists obtain medical supplies and drugs 
from these drugstores and it is necéssary to implement measures to control 
the drugstores in order to keep drugs and medical supplies from falling into 
the hands of the terrorists. But prohibiting the sale of drugs to people 
who need drugs but who do not have a prescription is going too far. This 
will cause trouble for the people in general. 


It is true that the commanding general of the Fourth Army Area has given 
the people an option by suggesting that they go to the hospitals, public 
health clinics or military units for treatment. But are there really enough 
state units that provide medical services to serve all the people? 


Because there are not enough such units, the people must rely on the drugstores, 
which are their last resort. And now the commanding general has come and 
taken away their last resort. This is what things are like for the people. 
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As for the new commanding general of the Fourth Army Area, ever since he 
launched operations against the terrorists in the south, even though his 

“Tai Rom Yen policy” has won over members of the “united front” for the Fourth 
Army Area, opposing the influential people in the cities, whose interests 

are tied to those of the terrorists in the jungles, has created many enemies 
for the Fourth Army Area and its commanding general. 


Even though there were good reasons, the fact that the commanding general 
of the Fourth Army Area has prohibited the drugstores from selling medical 
supplies and medicines to the people will result in the Fourth Army Area 
and the commanding general losing the support of most of the people. The 
united front will be lost to the té@rrorists and we will not be able to keep 
it on our side. 


Thus, I only pray that the commanding general will reconsider this action, 
have a change of heart and allow the people to purchase medicines as before. 
Its not worth it. 


It is true that, in principle and theory, this is the correct thing to do. 
But in practice, because the knowledge and understanding of the people is 
limited, it would be better not to do this. 


Speaking frankly and with concern, the Fourth Army Area and the commanding 
general already have many enemies. There are the three terrorist groups - - 
t hi communist terrorists, the Chinese communist guerrillas and the bandit 
terrorists -- and all kinds of bandits. And there are influential people 
with interests who are even more cruel than the terrorists. 


This is more than enough already. Don't try to make even more enemies. 


People everywhere are talking about the influential people whom the commanding 
general of the Fourth Arny Area is struggling against and whom he has been 
fighting for a long time. Neither side has been able to defeat the other. 


In particular, the most influential people in the mining and timber spheres 
have joined together and are opposing him strongly. It has reached the point 
where I am not sure how much longer the government will support the commanding 
general of the Fourth Army Area. 





I am afraid that if the commanding general keeps fighting by “throwing in 
everything without thought,” he may suffer defeat. 





This is because the profits from mining and timber operations are really 
immense . 


"Money twists soft iron.” 
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"Give and take” is the strategy that must be used in such a case. It is like 
catching a large fish. If you just take a pole and are impatient, the line 
will break and you will lose the fish. 


Moving backwards a few steps in order to [show] agility in a boxing match 
has never resulted in any loss of honor for the world champion. 
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THAILAND 


ANTITERRORISM Mr&ASURES TO BE DISCUSSED WITH GOVERNORS 
Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 12 May 82 p 3 


[Article: "Conference For Provincial Governors From Throughout the Country to Be 
Held to Revise Security Policy"] 


[Text] A conference of provincial governors from throughout the country will 
be held to discuss the announcement by the Office of the Prime Minister 
on national security. 


A report from the Ministry of Interior states that on 13 May, the Ministry 
of Interior will hold a conference for provinciai governors from throughout 
the country in order to discuss the government's policy in accord with Office 
of the Prime Minister nnouncement No 66/1980 on preserving national security. 


The report stated that the aim of the communist terrorist suppression plan 

of the Ministry of Interior is to oppose terrorist infiltration and destruction at 
the village level in order to reduce the level of infiltration in at least 

20 percent of the 5,560 targeted villages and prevent increased infiltration 

in at least 20 percent of the 8,000 insecure villages. 


Besides this, as for the southern border villages, a political offensive 
will be launched, especially by carrying on psychological operations and 
helping the people, including giving them protection. 


The report also stated that, in other border provinces, the goal is to establish 
a border readiness system in order to defend against air sabotage and ground 
attacks. Great attention will be given to the 13 border provinces in the 

east, north and northeast. Measures will also be taken to defend against 

urban sabotage, especially in the south. The minority problem will be solved, 
the number of refugees will be reduced and the movements that pose a danger 

to national security will be monitored. 


11943 
CSO: 6133/0015 


23 











THAILAND 


CPT IN TAK GETS HELP FROM MINORITIES 
Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 8 Apr 82 pp l, 12 
[Article: "Prayut Resolutely Forbids Giving Weapons to the Communist Terrorists"] 


[Text] Communist terrorists from Umphang in Tak Province have carried on 
operations in cooperation with Karens and Free Mons. There was a clash with 
border patrol police at Thiyip. Prayut has ordered that weapons seized from 
the communist terrorists be registered. 


On 6 April, a reporter for MATICHON in Kanchannaburi reported that around 
the middle of March, approximately 50 communist terrorists led by Mr Namchai 
clashed with officials of Border Patrol Police Platoon 722 and with thahan 
phran irregulars subordinate to Thahan Phran Volunteer Company 130 near Ban 
Thi Rai Pa in Rai Wo Commune, Sangkhalaburi District. 


As a result of this clash, Police Sublieutenant Ophat Sapsamai, the leader 
of Platoon 722, and Mr Mong Chiong, a thahan phran irregular, lost their 
legs . 


The report stated that this group of communist terrorists, which was led 

by Mr Namchai, had moved here from communist terrorist headquarters Camp 

401 in Umphang District, Tak Province, a camp that is responsible for the 
Kanchannaburi-Tak border area. They had come here to carry on mass activities 
in Ban Thi Rai Pa, Ban Cha Kae and Ban Thi Khorong in Rai Wo Commune. As 

for Mr Namchai, he is a former student who fled into the jungle and joined 
the CPT after 6 October 1976. 


After this occurred, Civilian-Police-Military Unit 11 from the Khao Kruat 
Camp in Ratchaburi Province, which is responsible for Kanchannaburi Province, 
sent Colonel Bunchu Yisakon, the deputy commander of this unit, with a force 
to set up a special operations center in coordination with Region 7 Border 
Patrol Police forces led by Police Lieutenant Colonel Channarong Sutkangwan, 
the deputy superintendent of the Region 7 Border Patrol Police. They had 

one helicopter on constant alert at this point. 
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The reporter also reported that, since that clash, clashes have occurred 
frequently. There was even a clash between the two sides on the night of 

5 April. This resulted in Police Lieutenant Colonel Santi Udomsak, the 
superintendent of the Region 7 Border Patrol Police, sending in two more 
groups of reinforcements with K60s, K81s and machine guns, forces from Border 
Patrol Police Platoon 728 and the Muanchon Samphan Platoon (lst Cavalry, 
Thong Phaphum). 


The report stated that in the Ban Thi Rai Pa area, which is the area of responsi- 
bility of Mr Namchai, another communist terrorist force led by Mr Yuphe, 

a Karen, is also carrying on operations. This force is composed of about 

40-50 armed men. It is coordinating activities with the Free Mons of Nora, 

who split away from the forces after the Suai Chin Revolution and who has 

a total strength of approximately 600 men. 


As for the communist terrorist group of Mr Yuphe, the report stated that 
he has received military supplies from this group of Free Mons. This group 
of communist terrorists carries on operations to earn profits by extorting 
protection money from the people living in this area rather than carrying 
on operations in accord with CPT ideals. 


Colonel Thammarak Isarangkun Na Ayuthaya, the head of the Intelligence Section, 
Fourth Army Area, revealed that sweep operations have been carried on against 
the communist terrorists in Zone 520 in Krabi and Trang provinces and in 

Thung Song and Thung Yai districts in Nakhon Sithammarat Province. Government 
forces pushed back the enemy. There were two to three clashes with soldiers 
being wounded by mines two to three times. 


General Prayut Charumni, the commander in chief of the army, was interviewed 

on the morning of 7 April concerning the weapons that were seized from communist 
terrorist Camp 508. He stated that he has ordered the commanding generals 

in all army areas to keep good records on the weapons seized and to make 
specific people responsible for them. The fact that we seized weapons belonging 
to us will probably make it difficult for the communist terrorists to stockpile 
weapons again. 
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THAILAND 


DOUBTS RAISED OVER CLAIMS OF VICTORY OVER CPT 
Bangkok KHAO CHATURAT in Thai 24 Apr 82 pp 25-27 


[Article: "A Summary of the Communist Suppression Activities: We Have Won 
(Again), Mom"] 


[Text] On Monday, 26 October 1981, at the Kittikhachon Auditorium, Chulachomklao 
Royal Military Academy, the results of the CPT suppression activities during 

the past 6 months were summarized. Major General Chawalit Yongchaiyut said that 
"concerning the present situation, the war is over. We have won." 


On Wednesday, 12 May 1982, at the Kittikhachon Auditorium, Chulachomklao Military 
Academy, the results of the CPT suppression activities during the past 6 months 
were summarized. Major General Chawalit Yongchaiyut stated that “we have won. 

The CPT has no hope of being able to fight again. Nowhere in the world have 
communists who have been defeated been able to stage a comeback." 


Twice in just 6 months, a key man in the anticommunist struggle has announced 

that "we have won." But most analysts, especially those who have analyzed the 
communist problem, are skeptical of this claim. This official announcement 
concerning this problem resembles ordinary propaganda. 

If such propaganda had been put out by middle or high-level military officers, this 
would not be anything to get excited about. But this statement was made by 

a “pro” like Major General Chawalit, a man whom even the CPT recognizes as 

being a capable person. 

"It is unbelievable that he would say such a thing." 

"He surely doesn't believe what he said." 


"Or will the big fish die in the shallow water?" 


"Two people could joke together like this. But he was speaking to high-ranking 
government officials and the governors of all the provinces. Was this good?" 


"What kind of tactic was this? This will only be harmful." 
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These are criticisms that have come from various corners throughout the city 

Since last October. Chaturat wrote about this once before in issue No 11 

of 14 November 1981. And I received such a strong response that I considered 

never again writing such stories about militury affairs. Today, criticisms 

are being made just as they were once before, but this time there is an additional 
voice. 


"Ah! You sound exactly like Professor Soet." The words Professor Soet refer 
to Prasoet Sapsunthon, the person who has spread “democracy” and the father 
of the “Democratic Soldiers™ group. 





Chaturat once discussed who Prasoet Sapsunthon is and what his thoughts are 

in the present situation. Prasoet is confident that in order to defeat the 
CPT, we must be the ones to carry on a political offensive. Thus, he fought 

to implant this idea in the chief of staff, who is responsible for fighting 
the CPT and who has constantly been responsible for him. And through the 
group of officers who trust him, he has tried to get their superiors to accept 
this too. And the officers who trust Prasoet and who have played a great 

role in the life and work of this former member of the CPT are the “Democratic 
Soldiers.” And the ultimate result of Prasoet's thinking, which was transformed 
into a concrete policy of the government and army, is “Office of the Prime 
Minister Order 66/1980." 


Actually, Order 66/1980 is a democratic revolution pronouncement that is 
in accord with the thinking of Prasoet and the Democratic Soldiers. These 
people are confident that all the problems in the country can be solved if 
the system of government can first be changed into a democratic system. 


The thing that is evident to outside analysts is that Prasoet and the Democratic 
Soldiers have done everything possible to bring about the democratic revolution. 


Pressure has been exerted on the mass movement by establishing democratic 
organizations in various forms in order to serve as the basis for a democratic 
revolution. Exerting pressure was made easier when Order 66/1980 was issued 
Since this is one element in the policy. 


High-ranking officers have been pressured to serve as leaders in the democratic 
revolution even though these high-ranking officers attach a different meaning 
to the words “democratic revolution" than does Prasoet. 


[They have tried] to transform the coups, regardless of which group of soldiers 
was responsible, into a democratic revolution using the mass group that they 
had set up to serve as the agent of change. 


Prasoet feels that the fact that the CPT is so disorganized that large numbers 
of them have left the jungle is a basic victory over the CPT. He wants the 
CPT to come and fight legally in the cities with ideas. And he is certain 

that the democratic side will be able to swallow the CPT. 
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But another group of officers feels that Order 66/1980 has a loophole that 

the CPT can use to its own advantage after reforming its strategy and tactics, 
especially after changing from the “countryside encircles the cities” strategy 
to the “two battlefields, three strategic zones” strategy. A “confidential” 
Army Operations Center document made the following analysis: 


“In the period just after Order 66/1980 was put into effect, the CPT was 
almost defeated. Inside the CPT, there were serious disagreements and conflicts 
and so a large number of people surrendered. Desertions by CPT members and 
members of the united front and the army's extermination campaigns in the 
jungle zones gave the CPT a chance to use Order 66/1980 to its own advantage 
by infiltrating people into the cities in order to have them attach themselves 
to officials, the masses and the united front to create an urban zone that 

can serve as a secure base in the future. This gave the CPT strategic power 

in both the jungle and urban zones and made it possible for the plan to link 
the jungles and the cities to achieve results very quickly. 


"The government army's plan to carry on a political and military offensive 

has achieved success in the jungle zone, but the success of the army's political 
and military offensive in the cities cannot be assessed since there was no 

firm plan to confront the CPT. Thus, the strategic retreat and withdraw] 

by the CPT has achieved success without any interference from the government 
Side. Even though the government has tried to wage a military fight in the 
countryside in order to force people to leave the jungles, this does not 

mean that the CPT will stop either the armed struggle in the countryside 

or the unarmed struggle in the cities. 


"The peaceful struggle in the cities that is being waged by the strong but 
unarmed strategic political forces will be just as dangerous, or even more 
dangerous, than the armed struggle in the countryside in the situation in 
which there are severe political conflicts." 


Pressure has been exerted on Major General Chawalit to alter Order 66/1980. 

At the same time, Prasoet and the Democratic Soldiershave opposed the changes. 
The conflict has been sharp. But the announcement by Major General Chawalit 

6 months ago shows that he does not see the weaknesses and loopholes in this 
historical order. While some people think that he made such an announcement 

in order to help, it seems that this did not help anything and that things 
are even more serious now. 


“From now on, regardless of whether the communists wage an armed or a peaceful 
struggle, regardless of whether they fight in the jungles or in the cities 
and regardless of whether they change their operations apparatus and have 

a party secretary-general or a political bureau, they will not be able to 
fight the government Summarizing what has happened to date, we have defeated 
the communists,” said Major General Chawalit. 


"But having won does not mean that the communist problem has disappeared 
entirely. We still have many problems left. One is the united front, which 
is an important factor of the revolution. It is a movement that has created 
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problems and that will make it appear that the guerrilla forces are revolutionary 
forces." Major General Chawalit has constantly said this in order to leave 
himself a way out. But the following statement by a young general shows that 

the united front movement still poses problems. "The important united front 

is composed of dictators and influential people at the center and in the 
provinces. If we can destroy this united front, the communist will disappear 
completely.” 


Many problems will follow in the wake of this announcement. If it were true, 
Major General Chawalit would have to answer many other questions: 


"If we have won, why are there still communists?" 
“What does the word ‘victory’ mean basically?" 


"If the united front is still in existence, how can it be said that the communists 
have been defeated?" 


“How can the dictators and influential people be destroyed?” 


This matter is not finished. 
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THAILAND 


CONCERN RAISED OVER ‘EXPORTS': NARCOTICS, PROSTITUTES, MERCENARIES 
Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 30 May 82 pp 14-17 
[Article labeled "Special Report from Correspondent ‘J'"] 


[Text] The exports of Thailand these days are not only rice, teak, tin and 
rubber. There are others, such as: 


Arabs using money to tempt Thais to go and fight in the Middle East as 
professional hit men. They line up to apply to escape poverty. 


Thai women selling themselves in beer country by the tens of thousands. 
Germans pointing at Thais, extracting young women to show them off abroad. 
And 


Narcotics in the diplomatic pouch, or digging for gold in the sand, the buried 
treasure of Thai laborers. 


Thailand: World Heroin Distribution Center 


According to disclosures by Police Chief Prasong Sunsiri, Deputy Secretary 
of the National Security Council, the Thai-Burmese border region has some 13 
to i5 heroin factories hidden in the dense forests of its high mountains. 
Furthermore, sources in the Narcotics Control Board (NCB) assert that heroin 
production has begun to spread south: Hadyai has at least three factories. 


One of the biggest opium-growing regions in the world is the Golden Triangle, 
where Thailand, Laos and Burma have common borders. The estimated annual 
production there is at least 500 tons, in some years as high as 700 to 1000 
tons. 


According to Police Maj Gen Phao Sarasin, Secretary of the NCB, the best 
heroin at present is produced in the factories of Mr Lao Su in the mountains 
along the Thai-Burmese border. Lao Su has been able to improve the refining 
process and obtain heroin 98 percent pure. 


When the heroin is in the form of fibers it is transported from the Golden 
Triangle to Bangkok for distribution to Hong Kong or Malaysia, thence to enter 
the markets of Europe and the U.S. 





According to Mr Richard Hart of the U.S. Embassy here, a "Khun Sa" who lives 
in the Thai-Burmese border area is the main source of opium and heroin, by 
himself sending out for sale some 70 percent of the total yieli from the 
Go'’den Triangle. 


Thai airlines has been caught with some of its employees acting as a heroin 
pipeline. Some military envoys and important consuls have been implicated 

in heroin cases. One big Thai general was the hero of a satirical film called 
"The Thai Connection," which showed the transportation of opium and heroin 

for sale all over the world. 


How much money do opium and heroin earn for Thailand? The Bank of Thailand 
has not disclosed its figures, but we know that in 1981 the NCB stated that 
nearly 25,000 persons were arrested for narcotics offenses--a very high 
number. 


"Flesh for Sale: Thai Women Are Tops" 


Reports from the Thai Rat newspaper indicate that Japan is becoming a goldmine 
for a vendor of “fresh meat" who procures women and sends them to sacrifice 
their young bodies for yen. In only 5 months he has brought back 2.4 million 
baht. 


In July 1981 the Japanese police arrested a Thai male broker in this business 
who had arranged to bring 350 Thai women to Japan to earn their living this 


way, with each person receiving an entry payment of 30,000 yen (about 2700 
baht). 


From Thailand to Hong Kong and Macao go not only gamblers on holiday who want 
to play the casinos and spend millions of baht per week; these places are 
replete also with masseuses, "partners," and prostitutes who go to dig for 
gold too. 


According to Yingyong Sadedyad, a pseudonymous columnist for Thai Rat, 
prostitutes and masseuses from Thailand are second only to those from the 
Philippines. 


Mr Thorngbai Thorngbao, noted human rights attorney, disclosed to Matichon 
that in the month of March alone the Singapore police arrested 124 Thai 
prostitutes, double the number from February. 


Mr Sanit Plangprayun, Ambassador to Singapore, and labor officials in the 
embassy there, admit that many Thai women go to Singapore as prostitutes. 


In Europe the reputation of Thai "flesh" is so resounding that sex tours are 
organizing specially to go after it. 


Ms Hanna, a volunteer in the Dutch group Solidarity, discloses that about 
1,000 Thai prostitutes are now in the Netherlands. They marry Dutch men but 
stay with them only a month and then divorce. 











She said, “Thai women who come to the Netherlands are bound to meet hardship. 
Even if they sell themselves dear, there's no comparison with freedon." 


In West Germany at present, Mr Jurgen Hansbreuner, head of the Thai-German 
Society, informed Mr Banyad Banthodthan, 7,000 to 8,000 Thai women have come 
to work as prostitutes. Thai embassy officials disclose that they estimate 
not fewer than 5,000 Thai prostitutes are in Germany, while in Berlin alone 
German police put the number of Thai sex workers at 3,000 to 4,000. 


This is because entering Germany from Thailand presents no difficulties. One 
can stay 3 months without a visa, and when that time runs out it is easy to 
find ways to extend it. One Thai strip dancer in Berlin told a Thai news- 
paper, "There's no problem about time being up. My agent will take care of 
he 


Price of "Spreading the Legs" Is More Than Spare Change 


Mr Prathueang Rawdphrawm, in charge of protecting Thais and their interests 
abroad at the Foreign Ministry, says that in Malaysia and Singapore there are 
all-Thai brothels. He says, "There have been brothels in Malaysia and Singa- 
pore for a long time now. Thai women have had reputations there since 1967. 
The women who sell themselves are Northerners, from Chiangrai southward." 


The Thai Consul at Penang discloses that Thai women cross the border to work 
in Malaysia because they can earn up to five times more than in Thailand. 


According to Trairat Sunthornpraphat of the Munich Daily News, Thai prostitutes 
in the better neighborhoods ask 2,000 baht per half hour, though the ordinary 
street price is 50 marks (about 500 baht) for 20 minutes. 


From charges brought in Singapore courts we know that Thai prostitutes there 
ask U.S. $19-27 for their services, or about 400 to 1000 baht. 


The Middle East: Gold Mine for Thai Labor 


After building military bases and pleasure districts around the bases, the 
U.S. had to step down in accordance with the military conditions in Indochina. 
New sources of labor demand which drew the Thai labor force on a large scale 
were the Middle Eastern oil states, which sorely lack lower and middle level 
labor. 


From the research of Dr Niphon Phuaphongsakon of the Thammasat University 
Economics Department, we learn that from 1975 to 1981 there were 169,000 
Thai workers in Singapore and the Middle East, and the number of those who 
went abroad was increasing by 400 percent per year. 


These overseas workers had incomes 2.3 to 5.3 times higher than they had in 
Thailand. Those who stayed for the full term of their contract (1 year) 
sent home an average of 100,000 baht per year. 


According to the Bank of Thailand, in 1981 alone Thai workers abroad had cash 
incomes in foreign currencies worth 5.5 billion baht. 
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The commodity "Thai labor" at this time is thus a kind of “smelly meat" 
from Thailand. 


Exporting “Labor Power" Prospers 


When the labor markets of Singapore and the Middle East need labor from 
Thailand, a prosperous business is the employment agency which finds jobs 
and sends labor overseas. 


In 1978, statistics from the Bank of Thailand showed that there were 92 
overseas employment agencies operating in the country, 45 in Bangkok and 47 
in the provinces. 





By 1981, Labor Department statistics told of 222 such agencies, 113 in 
Bangkok and 109 in the provinces. 


These figures refer only to agencies lawfully licensed by the Labor Department. 
Unlicensed agencies are estimated to be more than 300. 


Mr Phirathep Tungchiwin, of the staff of the National Commission on Economic 
and Social Development has made a survey of the problem of Thai workers 
abroad and has found that: 


in 1981 there were more than 90,000 workers who went abroad with the help of 
labor brokers, to whom they paid at least 22,000 baht commission each, plus 
expenses of 25,000 to 30,000 baht. 


From Dr Niphon's study of many data we can conclude that workers generally pay 
agency service charges of 8,500 to 10,000 baht for work in Singapore and 
10,000 to 52,000 baht for work in the Middle East. 


Dr Niphon considers these rates rather high, because if the average income 
of Thai workers in Singapore is 60,000 baht per year (from a study by 
Wachiriya Tosanguan) and in the Middle East is 150,635 baht per year (from 
the study of Phirathep Rungchiwin), the charges for finding this work come 
to 15.4 percent and 20.6 percent of a year's income for Singapore and the 
Middle East respectively. 


These rates are 7.4 to 9.9 times higher than permitted by law. 
A New Occupation Is Born: "Fighters for Hire” 


Looking for “hired soldiers" in Thailand works the same in every way as 
Wilfred Burchett has described it in his book "Guerrilla War." The first 
step is to place an ad in a foreign-language newspaper such as the Bangkok 
Post. News reports say that within a day large numbers of people have lined 


up to apply. 


"Thai men who pass muster must be under 35 years old," sources say, “and 
having been a soldier or policeman before makes the road many times easier.” 
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Abie-bodied young Thai who go into “guerrilla war" are sent to the Middle 
Last and especially, sources say, to Iraq, which is presently involved in a 
struggle with Iran and particularly wants a lot of “guerrillas” from 
Thailand. 


The fighting position of Iraq, which is getting steadily worse, and the 
economic position of the Arab countries, which are rich from oil, combine 
with Thai “mercenaries” reputation, which was established in the Indochinese 
fighting decades ago, to greatly increase the demand for Thai “mercenaries” 
among the clients. 


Sources in mercenary circles indicate that those who are chosen to fight in 
Iraq get 10,000 baht per month plus 100 baht per diem expense allowance, 
making 13,000 baht per month in total. 


Of this amount, the recruiting company sends the monthly salary to the 
mercenary's family and pays the per diem directly in Iraq. 


Those who actually fight and return home get a special bonus of 100,000 baht, 
ani anyone who dies, no matter how, receives an indemnity of 400,000 baht, 
which Iraq itself underwrites for a year at a time for every foreign mercenary. 


Country, People Get Money, But There Are Costs 


If we ask why Thailand has had some strange exports lately, there are many 
causes, but the clearest and most direct is a need for money. 


Selling narcotics, not to mention selling flesh to go abroad and "spread the 
legs," let alone offering to sell even life itself as a mercenary or, by 
another international name, “guerrilla fighter," perhaps answers the question 
in no roundabout way. These people need money and the sources they cai go 

to in Thailand can't pay them enough. 


Thai who go to work in the Middle East bring billions of baht home. Adding 
in those who sell narcotics, flesh and their own lives, we get huge sums. 


But nothing can be sold at pure profit. These activities bring grave harm 
to the country too, namely, notoriety. Thailand is becoming a prime location 
for narcotics and sexual services. Later on, if the mercenary business 
prospers even more, Thailand will also become a la’: of mercenaries, full of 
people who really live only for money. 


Even Exporting Labor Carries Significant Costs 


From its study of Thai workers who went to the Middle East in 1978 the Bank 

of Thailand concluded that “of the workers who went ibroad to work, especially 
to the Middle East, 72 percent were semi-skilled, 23 percent were unskilled 
and 5 percent skilled." 


So we must say that every year the Thai economy must give up a work force of 
which 77 percent are of value in building up our productive powers, and who 
add up to nearly 50,000 people in the vears 1977-81. 
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Dr Niphon, the Thammasat economist mentioned above, offers the opinion that 
since there are 100,000 Thai workers outside the country, the labor force 
inside must be diminished by 100,000, especially in the younger age brackets. 
Since the majority of those whc go abroad are skilled or semi-skilled and 
not people out of work, this emigration does not help to unravel the 


unemployment problem. 
Uneven Pattern of Strange Exports From Thailand 


Thai society has created the phenomenon of labor, sex, narcotics, and even 
life itself becoming commodities that cover the world. This report was 
certainly not written to disparage people who m:st go that way. 


Their departures, whether for money or for whatever reason, so long as the 
work is honest, are to be respected. The exceptions are for dishonest work 
such as exporting heroin or causing harm to others, whether knowingly or 
unknowingly. 


But it is worth considering that in Thai society our government is sure to 
let various kinds of caps develop. Thai people are thus becoming heroin 
shippers, Thai women are roving the world to “spread their legs" for money, 
and able-bodied Thai men, instead of being able to work here to build the 
nation, must sign contracts to sell their lives for a few hundred thousand 
baht in other countries’ wars. 


Only in modern times have such conditions arrived and gained footholds in our 
country. They have arisen even while the government is submitting its Fifth 
Economic and Social Development Plan to increase production and solve the 
problems of poverty in the countryside. 


Before that plan succeeds, how many more lives of Thai people will become 
export commodities, lying on the ground? 
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THAILAND 


SUSPICION RAISED OVER MALAY INVOLVEMENT WITH SEPARATISTS 
Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 30 May 82 p 7 


[Text] After having met with fine victories in the campaign "Peaceful South 
9" Lt Gen Han Linanon, commander of forces in Region IV, is putting into 
operation a plan to make the “peaceful South" even more secure by joining 
with Malaysia to open up the combat zone at the Thai-Malaysian border. 


Military officers with troops in Region IV declare that this battle is to 
“clear the thorns off the land" and make it as smooth as a drumhead. 


The "thorns of the land" in the border region from the viewpoint of the Thai 
government should refer to the forces of the Communist Party of Thailand 
(CPT), of the Communist party of Malaysia (CPM), of separatist groups and of 
terrorist bands. 


But speaking from the Malays!fn side, the sharpest points of the "thorns of 
the land" belong to the forces of the Malaysian communist guerrillas, also 
called the Chinese communist guerrillas in Malaysia. 


Cooperation between Thailand and Malaysia to suppress border communists has 
existed ever since the time of Field Marshall Phibun Songkhram. The main aims 
of the Thai at that time were directed against the Chinese communists, just 

as the aims of the Malaysians were. But after more than 20 years the forces 
of the CPM are still in place and, even worse, have joined with the forces 

of the CPT. 


Moreover, a matter for special consideration is the expanded field of opera- 
tions of the separatist and terrorist movements, which are widely agreed to 
consist of Thai Muslims who are dissatisfied with the form of government ‘that 
the center provides and want to split off and become free and separate. 

There are also those who want to break off from Thailand but become a state 
or part of Malaysia. 


At present we may say that the terrorists and separatists have dozens of 
bands causing a great deal of trouble for Thailand. 


Certain international news sources maintain that some separatist movements 
are receiving support from opposition parties in Malaysia, as well as funds 
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from Muslim terrorist movements. Some movements are receiving weapons 
trcining and funding from certain countries in the Middie East. 


In the cooperation between Thailand and Malaysia to "clear the thorns off 
the land" in the border region, the Thai government should therefore operate 
cautiously and at all events should be very careful about letting Malaysians 
enter unnecessarily into Thai territory, where they may do more harm than 
good. 


Otherwise the cooperation between us, instead of being useful to Thailand and 
the Thai people, will become a situation where we pour in huge sums to help 
Malaysia clear away its thorns, while in our country the thorns are spreading 
alarmingly. 
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THAILAND 


PRO-SRV SUBVERSIVES SAID TO BE ACTIVE IN NORTH 
Bangkok DAO SIAM in Thai 28 May 82 pp l, 2 


[Text] Vietnamese fleeing concentrations camps in the Northeast are 

bursting out into the Northern provinces, especially Chiangmai, by the 
thousands, and are setting up schools to teach the Vietnamese language to 
Vietnamese children every day, while showing inflammatory films of Vietnamese 
who have changed citizenship and do not wish their country well, cooperating 
and having status as "officials in charge of Vietnamese." 


From investigations by reliable sources, we know that Vietnamese have escaped 
from Phuapi Camp and Ban Norng Chik Camp in Udorn province and from various 
other centers in great numbers. Most of them engage in secret trade, for 
instance opening businesses to make silk rugs, and for the most part they 

get cooperation from police and district officials, who ignore the situation 
and get illegal goods as their return. Some operate openly, but no one is 
able to arrest them and send them back to the camps. It is a great peril to 
the country when even police officials let this situation go and when most 

of the escapees receive cooperation from Vietnamese who have become Thai 
citizens but whose hearts are still with evil ideologies, squeezing money from 
the Vietnamese and sending it to Vietnam every month while forging identity 
cards and military reserve certificates. Almost all of these come from Norng 
Chik in Udorn. 


In Chiangmai province these Vietnamese have great influence. They are big 

in construction, silk rugs, electric goods, and they hold meetings every week. 
Governors of the Vietnamese are appointed, Mr Mui Ting and Bui Ting, and they 
chair the meetings, the results of which are transmitted to Vietnamese commun- 
ities throughout the country. Mr Mui Ting is a Vietnamese who has changed 
citizenship but whose heart is still devoted to causing trouble for his 
country as the man in charge of escaped Vietnamese, and he stirs up danger 

for the nation constantly. 


These Vietnamese escapees are almost all men of means, able to open the mouths 
of village officials with money. They lead a free existence, changing the 
names they have in household registers and forging identity cards, whereas 
Vietnamese immigrants by law should not be able to change their names at all. 
Some have moved their residences several times, changing their family names 
and forging their government documents each time. First they come from Nakhon 
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Sawan and move to Saraburi, then to Phattalung, finally to Chiangmai, secretly 
coming and going from Chiangmai to Udorn all the time while renting a house 
in Soi Rat Chiangsaen. 


There are five Vietnamese leaders in Chiangmai. These five squeeze money out 
of the local Vietnamese to send to Vietnam at the rate of about 1.2 million 
baht per shipment. They always secretly claim to be intimates of the governors 
of several provinces and of important people in their districts, as is well 
known to the Chiangmai police. The governor of the Vietnamese is a man of 
great influence and a very dangerous person. He works as a big contractor 
with many frightening junior partners. All the big electrical goods stores 
are in the hands of Vietnamese immigrants and there are other Vietnamese who 
join in all over the country. Their behavior is audacious. Recently they 
held a big meeting in Chiangmai that was attended by Vietnamese leaders from 
all over the country, called together by the Vietnamese organizer Mr Ong Ting 
and about 15 chiefs of staff, viz: Mr Wiam, Mr Bunchai and Mr Hem from 
Lampang, Mr Kluay from Chiangmai, Mr Ku, Mr Suwan, Mr Awd, Mr Phorahom, Mr 
Phayung, Mr Manit, Mr Phloi at Hadyai, Mr Kwing, Mr Kuen and Mr Mai, who all 
met together to receive policy directions. Then they went their separate 
ways, and within a few hours Vietnamese all over the country knew all about 
it. 


Later a reporter from Dao Siam met with the Chiangmai district chief to ask 
about policies for suppressing Vietnamese who escape from concentration 

camps, come in to play political roles and teach Vietnamese to children. Did 
he know of this or not? The district chief said that as soon as he learns 
that Vietnamese have indeed escaped from the camps he gathers a list of their 
names, but investigating them is difficult because he hasn't enough officers 
to do the job. The reporter also called on the governor, Mr Chayya 
Wongsiriphun, to ask about Vietnamese immigrants on 21 May but didn't see him. 


The reporter asked Police Major Somyot Fakthorngpant, head of the Chiangmai 
provincial police, about the flood of Vietnamese immigrants into Chiangmai and 
the Northern provinces and the policies being adopted to suppress this very 
great danger to the nation. Major Somyot said that he had just newly come to 
this post, but knew that indeed many Vietnamese had escaped into the area, 
were forging documents and were difficult to detect, because his manpower was 
insufficient to determine degrees of guilt. Even if penalties were imposed, 
they would only amount to returning the prisoners to the concentration camps. 
But there were many security matters to consider, because this affair was 
coming to the blossoming stage. As for the political meeting, they are now 
being investigated. 
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THAILAND 


LIKELIHOOD OF PREM CANDIDACY DISCUSSED BY PARTY FIGURES 
Bangkok SIAM RAT SAPPADA WICHAN in Thai 30 May 82 pp 6, 7 


[Text] Many quarters are watching closely to see whether there will be an 
election in 1983, if so what form it will take, and whether or not General 
Prem will continue on in politics. If he does continue, what direction will 
the unaffiliated general take. These are matters in question. Finally, a 
line of thought is surfacing about a "National Alliance Party." 


Mr Amnuay Suwankhiri, Democracy Party M.P. from Songkhla and chairman of the 
Military Commission, has raised an interesting point. When the idea of 
founding a National Alliance Party as the central governing party is pro- 
posed, to be made up of various existing parties which hold similar views, 
those who would establish it would include both military men and civilians. 
There would be General Prem, the top commanders of all the armed services, the 
chief of police and senior chiefs of various departments. Mr Amnuay adds 

that this line of thought envisions something like Malaysia's UMNO, which 
brings together 11 small parties. "My principles are wholly democratic, and 

I would have the prime minister chosen by election," he said. 


The Military Commission's chairman spoke of a turning point in politics for 
parties of the Left and the Right that are outside Parliament. He said it 
will affect the elections of 1983, where some groups think the prime minister 
should not be chosen by election. 


Mr Amnuay said that this idea came from thoughts arising in the course of his 
political experience and had nothing to do with the Democracy Party. 


Nevertheless, the Songkhla M.P. admitted that "There is talk about this idea 
in the House of Representatives. But to have the parties study if officially 
and take it up in the central committees--that has certainly not occurred." 


"I put forward this idea for anyone who is interested, whether scholars or 
political groups, to study its outlines and its feasibility," Mr Amnuay said. 


Chancellor Ramn Thorngthammachat, Dean of Political Science at Chulalongkorn 
University, told Sappada Wichan, "Talking about ideas is a good thing. But 
Thai politics comes hard, and to have a National Alliance Party or a party of 
combined tendencies, such as UMNO in Malaysia, cannot happen here, because 








our ways of thinking are very diverse. If it did happen, it would be like a 
mixed party." 


Chancellor Ramon said that the idea of UMNO came from the UMNO party itself, 
which already had a majority in Parliament and didn't need to ask other parties 
to come into the government. In order to achieve a smooth flow of work, 
however, it did draw in 11 small parties with only three or four votes each. 


Besides this, Mr Amnuay's idea is by no means new. The notion of a convergence 
began in the days of Phibun Songkhram, who wanted to make the Serimanangkhasila 
Party the central party of government. In the era of Field Marshall Sarit 
Thanarat, the Social National Party was to be the central party in the con- 
vergence. Finally the United Thai People's Party of Field Marshall Thanom 
Kittikhachorn proposed this same idea. 


"You can suggest it but you can't do it, just as the United Thai People's 
Party couldn't, because when elections took place that party didn't get a 
majority in Parliament, which violated its principle," the Chulalongkorn 
University Dean said. 


When election time approaches, waves of rumors spread through the air, 
especially about setting the Parliament to extend the terms of the prime 
minister, the senators and the representatives. 


Stories are not yet confirmed about temporarily continuing the terms of 
senators as supporters of the government, but Mr Amnuay says, "I believe 
there are people thinking of temporary extensions." 


"Temporary extensions are not democratic, but they are half-way there. We 
should do whatever continues on from half-way democracy," Mr Amnuay believes, 
which in his opinion amounts to the "National Alliance Party" itself. 


According to current reports, many sides are thinking that come what may, 
General Prem's political future will endure; that he will continue as prime 
minister after the 1983 elections. 


The reports add that pressure for a National Alliance Party must be the idea 
of a faction within the Democracy Party that wants to test the political wate 
waters, and a way out for General Prem, who will leap down onto the election 
field in 1983. 


"My opinion is that General Prem ought to remain prime minister, because he 
hasn't failed in anything," Mr Amnuay said. 


If General Prem is to respond with hammering fists, his political strategies 
are probably two: to create undemocratic conditions in order to remain 
prime minister, or to throw himself fully into the electroal arena. In these 
matters there are nothing but cliques trying to influence General Prem to 
follow their ways of thinking. 
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In any case General Prem has never spoken about the matter and no one can 
guess the heart of this solemn unaffiliated general, no matter how hard they 
try. 


Reports from the official residence point out that “If General Prem goes 
into politics he must run for office, because the line of M.R. Kukrit Pramote 
or Gen Kriangsak Chamanand will be to run for office. As for the problem of 
which party to run with, there will probably be a way out." 


Lt Gen Chantrakup Sirisut, secretary to the prime minister, said recently, 
"Whenever the Prime Minister runs for office, you can be sure he gets 100 
percent of the vote in Nakhon Srithammarat or 99 percent in Songkhla." 


The secretary said also that leading parties old and new have been sounding 
out General Prem to become their leader. The party chiefs who have contacted 
him have been middle-aged, not old. "Pa doesn't answer them at all, he just 
smiles calmly." It is supposed that one who has been to see General Prem 
must be Mr Chaisiri Ruangkanchonset, head of the Popular Government Party. 





What should be watched closely in the future is whether or not General Prem 
does run for office. And will he truly step in as deputy leader of the Social 
Action Party with secure military backing? And will the National Alliance 
Party be the spearhead of General Prem, as some elements in the Democracy 
Party anticipate? 
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